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The medical industry and its origins have always been an interest of ours. When the
Thalidomide Tragedy appeared in our research of mid century medications, the emphasis it put
on honesty between government and consumers was especially intriguing, as well as its
irreversible impact on the world. Prior to our research, the intricacies of drug testing processes
were a mystery to us. We did not know the tragedy that had to occur in order to develop such
strict drug testing laws. The Thalidomide tragedy was a turning point for toxicity testing
protocols in the United States and the rest of the world. The malformations in thousands of
children led to the construction of the Kefauver-Harris amendment that forced safer drugs and a
more observant FDA, it also made the importance of toxicology known to governments around

the world.

We analyzed countless newspaper articles, magazines, and advertisements from the
1950s, and utilized these sources to build our evidence. We also read many sources in the Gale in
Context database and the National Library of Medicine, where we found photos and historical
text that was crucial to building a strong understanding of the time period as a whole. Some of
our most valuable sources were newspapers. The interviews and photos we uncovered provided
primary sources for us to incorporate. One of the newspapers included an interview conducted
with Frances Kelsey, a key figure in our project. The interview shed light on how her
involvement affected citizens of the United States, and created a more personal view of the

tragedy.

Our research was organized by a collection of quotes that shaped each section of our

website. For each page, we found quotes with the central ideas we wanted to include, and used



our collection of images and information to build strong support around them. We finalized the
structure and color scheme before transitioning to formatting. After familiarizing ourselves with
the software, we were able to start formatting our text and media. Formatting was time
consuming, and it took a lot of patience to learn the software. In the end we focussed on our
individual strengths, one of us focussed on media and formatting, while the other researched

information and incorporated it into the project.

The Thalidomide Tragedy marked a critical turning point in history because it not only
created stricter drug regulation and testing in the United States. but also in the rest of the world.
The systematic protocols implemented by the U.S. government were established to protect the
safety of consumers. The tragedies’ irreversible effects on thousands of victims around the world
emphasized the frequently overlooked field of medicine: toxicology. Understanding how harmful
substances can affect the human body and environment is crucial when developing new
medications. Victims of the Thalidomide Tragedy are still alive to this day, and face the
consequences of the influential pharmaceutical companies and government’s actions. The story

can not be left in the past, as its influence is still felt greatly in our current society today.
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